
St Andrew’s Church  

Lent 1 

Newsletter for February 21
st

 2021 

10.00am Mass on Zoom 

Celebrant and Preacher - Brother John 

Collect 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, and was tempted 
as we are, yet without sin: give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, so may we know your power to save; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Reading            Genesis 9;8-17 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am establishing my covenant 
with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, 
the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came 
out of the ark.  I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off 
by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." 
God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it 
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I bring clouds over the 
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,  I will 
remember my covenant that is between me and you 
and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters 
shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.  
When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God 
and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth." 
God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant 
that I have established between me and all flesh that 
is on the earth." 
 
 

Gospel            Mark 1;9-15 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased."  And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. 

 



He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels waited on him.  Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news." 
 
Post Communion Prayer  

Lord God, you have renewed us with the living bread from heaven; by it you nourish our 
faith, increase our hope, and strengthen our love: teach us always to hunger for him who is 
the true and living bread, and enable us to live by every word that proceeds from out of 
your mouth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Please pray for people who are sick or in need of prayer: Eileen, Leo, Karen, Darrell, 
Rebecca Poyner, Barrington McCalla, the McCalla family, Keith Wallace, the Wallace family, 
Gloria Booth, Beverly Mitchell, Layanne Thorne, Barney and Adi, Mark Cameron and family. 
For those who have recently died:   Humphrey Taylor, 
Anniversary of death: Joseph Lazarus, Elsie Swift. 
 
Notices 

 Lent course – Thursdays at 7pm. Second session this Thursday.  Notes below if you want to 
prepare, or if you can’t zoom and want to join in. 

 Deanery Day of Prayer – 23rd February.  Begins with Morning Prayer at 7am.  St Andrew’s slot is 
11am – 20 minutes of prayer led by us and St James. 

 Giving to St Andrew’s Church   

Usually, we can give our offering  in church when the plate comes round. But not recently. No 

services, no collections, no plate!   But St Andrew’s still has to pay all the bills (insurance alone for 

the church building and community centre adds up to £168 every week!).   

So here’s an update on how you can continue giving your offering to the church.   

 Weekly envelopes. If you already use them, a new set will be delivered to you before the end 
of  February. If you would like to start having  a set, let us know. We can arrange for someone to 
collect them from your house every month if you are not at church.   

 The Parish Giving Scheme allows you to make a Direct Debit each month from your bank 
account. Very helpful for St Andrew’s -  regular income, with no cash to count and take to the bank! 
And the Scheme automatically collects Gift Aid for the parish.  You are in control – you can stop it at 
any time.   

 A great new system allows anyone to give their church offering via our website. Details 
here: https://standrews-handsworth.org.uk/donations/  It means that you can make a donation 
from home, whenever you want to, and the church can claim Gift Aid.   

 You can also give to St Andrew’s while you are shopping online! See ‘EasyFundRaising’ Online 
Shopping website.  From Argos to John Lewis – loads of retailers give us a small donation when you 
spend with them   

 Can you include St Andrew’s in your will?  That’s what Janice Bissell did – and it’s a real help. At the 
moment, you may not be able to give as much as you would like to, but leaving a legacy to St 
Andrew’s after you have gone will help the church into the future.  
  
 
 

https://standrews-handsworth.org.uk/donations/


Session 2: Catching Up with God 

Thursday 25 th February 2021 – 7.00pm 

Featured Bible Passages 

• Mark 1:15 

• Luke 15:7 

• 2 Corinthians 5:14 

• Luke 14:15-24 

Summary 

This session lays out God’s mission in the world and our involvement in that mission. Our role is to 

respond to what God has initiated and to partner with the Holy Spirit. The session aims to increase 

your awareness of what God might be initiating in your life and your confidence to join in. It also 

features a video interview... 

This session is based around Chapter 2 of Hannah Steel’s book Living His Story. A featured passage is 

below, but you are encouraged to read the whole chapter as the questions often reference the 

book. 

Featured Passage 

Jesus himself told a story about an urgent and compelling invitation. In Luke 14.15–24 we read the 

story of a man who prepares a lavish banquet. But on the day when his guests are supposed to 

arrive, one by one they make their excuses not to attend. Angered by this response, the master 

instead commands his servant to go into the town and bring in anyone he can find, including those 

who are not normally invited to such prestigious gatherings. Parables such as these would have been 

shocking to Jesus’ listeners, particularly the religious who considered themselves safely on the list of 

those invited. Through these parables, Jesus asks who are the recipients of this good news and 

suggests that it is not the prestigious and important people, those who simply assume they are 

invited. Jesus’ extraordinary kingdom prioritized the poor, the neglected, those who didn’t think 

they stood a chance. 

The parable of the banquet, like those of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son in the 

following chapter of Luke, reveal God’s heart for those who are not yet part of his kingdom. Central 

to the notion of evangelism is this simple yet profound theological truth: God loves. Any 

understanding of evangelism that takes its starting point from anywhere else can so easily become 

coercive, manipulative, or purely pragmatic. The overarching narrative of Scripture is that God loves 

people. Evangelism, then, finds its ultimate motivation not in the crisis of a church in decline that 

needs to act in order to prevent its own extinction. Evangelism is always only and ever because God 

is love. Our witnessing, therefore, is only ever in response to the invitation that God has already 

made. As I discovered that day at the hairdresser, my role as a witness was to follow up and speak 



clearly of the invitation God was already making. 

In theological terms, this conviction is often expressed as missio Dei, a Latin phrase meaning ‘the 

mission or sending of God’. This concept was articulated at a conference on mission in 1932 by the 

theologian Karl Barth. This signified a move away from under-standing mission as something that the 

church did in response to God’s action, and instead reimagined mission as rooted primarily in God’s 

being and his intention in the world. The term missio Dei was later formed and identifies God himself 

as the initiator of mission rather than the Church or any other Christian organization. While mission 

is far broader than evangelism and encompasses the scope of the Church’s presence and action in 

the world, such as social justice and environmental concern, the call upon the Church to witness is 

an integral part of its mission. Understanding mission as primarily rooted in the nature and purpose 

of God means also that evangelism is not our clever idea or a calculated response to try and boost 

church membership during a period of decline. Evangelism finds its rationale and origin in the love of 

God for the world, and this theme bubbles over in many of Jesus’ parables. 

The three lost things (a sheep, a coin, and a son) collectively focus on the one who is seeking. In turn, 

the shepherd, the woman, and the father seek diligently and sacrificially for the one that is lost. First, 

the shepherd leaves behind the 99 that are safe (by all accounts a high-risk strategy) and looks for 

the one that is lost. The woman, though she has nine other coins, is not prepared to wait for the 

natural light of morning but uses valuable resources to search thoroughly until the one missing is 

found. Finally, the father, whose son has severed his familial ties and set off for an independent life, 

glimpses his son in the distance and runs towards him, silencing the prodigal’s cries of regret and 

remorse with joyful celebration. 

In these stories Jesus teaches the religious leaders, who chastise him (as they do on several 

occasions) for his questionable choice of dinner guests, that God’s love is for the lost, the least and 

even the lawbreaker. In so doing, he challenges them that they should not be surprised that the 

Messiah acts in this way. God’s love is and has always been for such as these. 

Video 

For this session, there will be a video interview. This video will be available from 8th February 2021. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Have you ever felt you were just the person God wanted in a particular situation? Did later events 

confirm that in some way? 

2. How do you think you might become more aware of God at work in relationships and 

conversations you are involved in? 

3. Who might be regarded as ‘the least’, ‘the lost’ and ‘the law-breaker’ in your community, area, 

workplace (or even closer to home)? 


