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Celebrant  and Preacher; Father John 

Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and to give more than 
either we desire or deserve: pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of 
which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask but through 
the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 
Reading          1 Kings 8; 22-40, 41-43 
Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread 
out his hands to heaven.  He said, "O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on 
earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you with all their 
heart, the covenant that you kept for your servant my father David as you declared to him; you promised 
with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with your hand.   Therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep for your 
servant my father David that which you promised him, saying, 'There shall never fail you a successor before 
me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to walk before me as you have 
walked before me.'  Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you promised to your 
servant my father David.   
But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, much 
less this house that I have built!  Regard your servant's prayer and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the cry 
and the prayer that your servant prays to you today; that your eyes may be open night and day toward this 
house, the place of which you said, 'My name shall be there,' that you may heed the prayer that your 
servant prays toward this place. 
Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven 
your dwelling place; heed and forgive.  Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes 
from a distant land because of your name  -- for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and 
your outstretched arm-- when a foreigner comes and prays toward this house,  then hear in heaven your 
dwelling place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples of the earth 
may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and so that they may know that your name 
has been invoked on this house that I have built.” 
 

Gospel                                                                                                                          J ohn 6; 56-69 
Jesus said,  “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them.  Just as the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me.  This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread 
will live forever." 
He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue 
at Capernaum.  When many of his disciples heard it, they said, 
"This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?"     
But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining 
about it, said to them, "Does this offend you?  Then what if  



you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before?  It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh 
is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.  But among you there are some who do 
not believe."   For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one 
that would betray him. 
And he said, "For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the 
Father."  Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him.  So Jesus 
asked the twelve, "Do you also wish to go away?" 
Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.  We have come 
to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God." 

 
Post Communion Prayer  
God of all mercy, in this eucharist you have set aside our sins and given us your healing: grant that we who 
are made whole in Christ may bring that healing to this broken world, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Please pray for people who are sick or in need of prayer: The people of Afghanistan, the people of Haiti, 
Charlene, Saffiya, Andrew to be ordained today, Linda, Baby Valerie, Rose, Hayden Lewis, Gloria Boothe, 
Gloria James, Shaun Kelly, Margaret.  
Anniversary of death: Albert Steven Robinson, Joseph Shearman. 
 
Birthdays:  Gloria Boothe 
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