St Andrew’s Church
This is new venture, an attempt to respond to the current situation. The V word – mention it not…. The
Archbishop announcing the cessation of public worship said we need to find new ways of being church. So
here we go. The church is a community of gathered Christians working to bring the gospel into the world.
This newsletter is intended to hold us together as a community even if we cannot physically meet at the
moment. How we bring the gospel to the world in these circumstances is less easy – suggestions please on
a postcard…..
First edition – St Andrew’s Newsletter. It will replace the pew leaflet while we are not able to meet in
church. It will be sent out on line, and it will appear on the website. We can no longer deliver to doors –
so if you know anyone who could get it electronically but is not doing so at the moment, please let Carl
know.
I am suggesting that I include the collect, the Old Testament reading, Gospel and post communion prayer.
I will put on a list of people to pray for – please send in suggestions. I will include other prayers you may
like to use. And a notice about radio and TV programmes. What else would you like?
Next Sunday, 29th March, is the fifth Sunday after Lent. The following Sunday will be Palm Sunday – sadly
we will not be able to make our usual procession.
Collect
Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the world: lead us to ponder the mysteries of his
passion, that we may know eternal peace through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, Amen
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37;1-14
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord God,
you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will
lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord." So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and
as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but
there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to
the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived,
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the
Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within
you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have
spoken and will act, says the Lord."

Gospel John 11; 1-45
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through
it." Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go
to Judea again." The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you
going there again?" Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble,
because the light is not in them."
After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him."
The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them
plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to
him." Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with
him." When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and
Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." Jesus said to her, "Your
brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world." When she had said this,
she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for
you." And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was
going to the tomb to weep there.
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, "Where have you laid
him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he loved
him!" But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man
from dying?"
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus
said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead four days." Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you
would see the glory of God?" So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I
thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me." When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." Many of the Jews
therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Post Communion
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also
for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and
died for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen.

Please pray for
Janice Bissell, Fr John, Claire Doherty and family.
Prayers
O God, our loving Father, we know you never give us more to carry than in our weakness we can bear, help
us to be patient in this time of illness. Through our difficulties, may we learn to love you more. Amen.
From Psalm 3
O Lord, how many are my foes! But you, O Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, and the one who lifts up
my head. I cry aloud to the Lord, and he answers me from his holy hill. I lie down and sleep; I wake again,
for the Lord sustains me. Rise up, O Lord! Deliver me, O my God! For deliverance belongs to the Lord; may
your blessing be on your people!

In the absence of public worship, why not try TV or radio? I don’t have much room – watch out for a fuller list
next week. BBC Radio 4 - Sunday Worship - Sunday 08:10. BBC Radio 4 (Long Wave) - Daily Service Monday to Friday - 09:45. BBC 1 - Sunday Worship - Sunday - 11:45.

