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Newsletter for September 13th 2020
Family Service of the Word
Led by Sunday School
Collect
Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into your presence:
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Epistle to the Romans. (Romans 14,1-12)
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions.
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the
Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who
observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the
Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord
and give thanks to God.
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it
is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give
praise to God." So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Hear the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

(Matthew 18;21-35)

Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?"
Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. "For this reason
the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his
wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.

But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.
When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had
mercy on you?' And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt.
So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or
sister from your heart."

Post Communion Prayer
Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, united in prayer and the breaking of bread, and one in joy and simplicity of
heart, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please pray for people who are sick or in need of prayer: Linda, Jacob Blake,
Alan Wraith, Pauline Herbert, Rene and Sonny, Penny Fleming, Carole Sami,
Phil Bowen and family, Jane and Jalal Ahmed.
For those who have recently died: Tina Bradley and Pauline Magee
Anniversary of death: John Fleming, Eupertina Davis, Shireen Sahota.

Notices
St Andrew’s Open Prayer Walk
September 26, 2020 at 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Join us as we walk around the beautiful Sandwell Valley Country Park
and explore God’s wonderful creation, taking time to meditate, reflect
and pray.
We meet at 10.00 am in the car park. More details to follow. All are
welcome

