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Collect 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 
entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way 
of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Reading                                                                                                Exodus 20; 1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous 
God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
Six days you shall labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord 
your God; you shall not do any work - you, your son or your daughter, your male or female 
slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns.  For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 
Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.   

Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you. 
You shall not murder.   

You shall not commit adultery.   
You shall not steal.  
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.   
You shall not covet your neighbour's house; you shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 
 
 

 

          



Gospel           John 2; 13-22 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem.  In the temple he found people selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 
seated at their tables.  Making a whip of cords, he 
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. 
He told those who were selling the doves, "Take these 
things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a 
marketplace!"  His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will 
consume me." 
The Jews then said to him, "What sign can you show us for doing this?" 
Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 
The Jews then said, "This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will 
you raise it up in three days?"  But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 
After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
Post Communion Prayer  

Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh 
and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Please pray for people who are sick or in need of prayer:  Kirsty, McKenzie, Margaret 
Hendricks, Annette Black and family.  We pray for the people of Burma in this time of crisis. 
For those who have recently died:    
Anniversary of death: Margaret Clegg-Smith, Jo Austen, Carrie Wilkes, Adolphine Ndjele 
Nsapu. 
 

Notices 

 Midweek services on line; Evening Prayer, Wednesdays at 7pm (March 9th Evensong from the Book 
of Common Prayer).     Morning Prayer, Fridays at 10.00am. 

 Lent Course continues on Thursdays at 7pm.  Notes below for preparation, or for those who cannot 
join on line.  Session 4 this week. 
 

 Easter Services.  Please note church is reopening for some services.  Thanks be to God. 

Palm Sunday   March 28th   10.00am Eucharist on Zoom.  The Palms will be blessed, ready for 

collection in church on Easter Sunday. 

Maundy Thursday   April 1st   7.30 pm Eucharist on Zoom, followed by a vigil with readings until 

9.00pm 

Good Friday  April 2nd Service in Church 2pm-3pm – readings, reflections and hymns to listen to. 

Holy Saturday  April 3rd Service of Light on Zoom 8pm.  Please prepare a darkened room, and have 

a candle ready to light during this service. 

Easter Sunday April 4th 10.00am Eucharist.   Also 2pm Eucharist in Church.  A second Eucharist has 

been arranged because there will be limited space in church for reasons of safety. 

 



 

Session 4: Communicating Like Jesus did   

Thursday 11th March 2021 – 7.00pm  

 
 Featured Bible Passages   
  
• John 4:4-29   

• Mark 10:51   

• Matthew 9:36   

 

Summary  

This session is all about relationship and conversation. The gospel writers often depict Jesus in conversation with 

others. By examining the primacy of relationships for evangelism and the nature of Jesus’ conversations, this session 

aims to equip us to converse like Jesus did. It also features a video interview.   

This session is based around Chapter 4 of Hannah Steel’s book Living His Story. A featured passage is below, but you 

are encouraged to read the whole chapter as the questions often reference the book.   

  

Notes 

When you read Jesus’ encounters with people in the Gospels you get the impression that each person is held in his 

gaze. When the rich young ruler claims to have kept all the commandments, we are told that ‘Jesus, looking at him, 

loved him’ (Mark 10.21). In the midst of the bustling crowd, Jesus seeks out the woman who touched his cloak. In 

that moment, the needs of the wider crowd come second to Jesus’ desire that this woman knows that she has been 

seen and that she is loved. There is in Jesus a relentless pursuit of the one over and above the crowd, and there is a 

personalized response given to each individual over and above a set formula or singular message.   

Sometimes Jesus is the one who initiates the conversation. In the conversation with the Samaritan woman, for 

example, Jesus begins the conversation by asking her to give him a drink of water (John 4.7). In so doing, Jesus 

subverts the cultural norms of the day, but he does it in order to initiate conversation with her. Similarly, with 

Zacchaeus, Jesus initiates the conversation. He senses Zacchaeus’ interest (the fact he had climbed up a tree to get a 

better view was a bit of a giveaway), but Jesus is the one who calls him out of his hiding place and into hospitality 

(Luke 19.5).  At other times we see Jesus responding to the initiative of others. Jesus responds to the secretive but 

courageous action of the bleeding woman who reaches out to touch his cloak. Mark tells us that as she touched his 

cloak she was instantly healed. However, Jesus is not content to leave it at that, seeking her out in conversation so 

that she knows she is precious and loved (Mark 5.34). Jesus responds to the question of the rich young ruler 

(Matthew 19.16), the cries of the demon-possessed man (Mark 5.7) and the request by Jairus, the synagogue leader, 

to heal his daughter (Mark 5.24).  On other occasions, Jesus responds to the initiative of a third party. He strikes up 

conversation with Nathaniel, but only after Philip has introduced them (John 1.47). Jesus is able to operate in a 

different mode in each of these conversations, sometimes responsive and at other times taking the lead.   

While Jesus deals differently with each of the people before him in such a way that it would be impossible to 

construct ‘Jesus’ seven-stage approach to evangelism’, he does always seem to know what the next step each 

individual needs to make. In some instances, this next step is dramatic; for the rich young ruler the next step was to 

sell everything he had and give the money to the poor. But for the unnamed woman in the crowd, it was the 

knowledge of peace and reassurance. I have found it helpful to think in terms of ‘steps’ in my own encounters with 

people. It is rare to meet someone who is ready on the basis of one conversation with you to surrender their lives to 

Christ there and then. It can happen, but such instantly transformative encounters are few and far between. 

Thinking in terms of ‘next steps’ can be helpful and relieve the pressure. What is the one thing I can helpfully say to 

this person now that might help them to think Christianity is worth further exploration? What one comment might I 



make about Jesus that might make them intrigued to explore more about him? Viewing conversations in those terms 

can free us from either the paralysis of thinking we have to say everything and therefore saying nothing, or from 

saying too much and losing the person along the way. I like to imagine what it might take for someone to leave a 

con-versation with me thinking, ‘Huh, I’ve never thought that before.’   

Discussion Questions   

1. Taking your personality type into account, think of three natural ways you might share your faith. (These 

may not involve speaking explicitly of spiritual matters.)   

2. Have you ever experienced an interruption that turned out to be a God moment? How might you become 

more prepared for interruptions in your everyday life?   

3. What strikes you most about the way Jesus interacted with people? How might you learn from his approach?   

 
 


