
St Andrew’s Church   

Third Sunday of Advent 

Newsletter for 12th December 2021 

10.00am Mass in Church and on YouTube 

Celebrant and Preacher; Father John 

If you are in church, please remember to turn off your mobile phone during the service.  Please take this 
sheet home with you at the end of the service.  There are prayers which you may like to use at home at the 
end of the newsletter. 
 

Hymn numbers for the Mass  500    223     827     463      811 

Collect 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way 
before you:  grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so 
prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable 
people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Reading                                                                                                          Philippians 4; 4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Gospel                                                                                                                           Luke 3;7-1 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 
begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of 
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire."    And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" 
In reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; 
and whoever has food must do likewise." 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we 
do?"  He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." 
Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages." 



As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed 
the good news to the people. 
 

Post Communion Prayer  

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and 
reigns now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Please pray for people who are sick or in need of prayer:   Brett, Linda, Rianne,  Gloria 
Boothe, Gloria James, Viki Sidhu, Beryl Clayton, Hayden Lewis, the Haigh family, Deb Jones, 
Gill Ludford, Norma Green, Lynne Kay, Sarah Frances, Lee Woodhall. 
For those who have recently died:   Richard Brade, Kwame McKonon Benin, Icilda Reid. 
Anniversary of death:  David Freeman, Bea Wolverson,  Sheila Sargeant. 
Birthdays:   Rene  
Notices 

 My apologies that the pewsheet available in church last week had the previous week’s back page by 
mistake.  The version that went out on line was correct.  The prayer list that was missed is included 
above.  

 Wednesday  - Evening Prayer 7pm on Zoom 

 Thursday – Coffee Morning  10-12. 

 Saturday – Church Gardening  11am-1pm. 

 Carols in the Park  - near St - Mary’s – Friday December 17th 7pm.  Bring a torch. 

 Sunday December 19th 4pm  St Andrew’s Carol Service  

 The picture above “John the Baptist” is by Caiphas Nxumalo (South African, 1940–2002).  Further 
details on the website Art and Theology. 

 
Prayer 
Come Lord, come again 

Come Lord, your wounded world is yearning 

for you to come again. 

Come Lord, your weary world is crying out 

for you to lift us up 

out of our despair, our hunger, 

our thirst for something better, 

our need for the food that will last. 

Come Lord, come again, 

we need to begin again.                                                                                                                               Sue Allerton/CAFOD 

 


